
May 19, 2015 
 
Dear Joint Finance Committee: 
 
As the Joint Finance Committee prepares to debate the important issues 
regarding public education funding and policy, we ask for your 
consideration of the following.  
 
Vouchers 

 While we understand the “open enrollment” concept that the latest voucher proposal is modeled after, 
we are unclear how the funding will work for voucher students who have not attended a public school. 
Current open enrollment funding is calculated on a three year rolling average.  As proposed, it appears 
that the District will be required to pay the full amount for a voucher student who has never attended a 
public school while receiving only 1/3rd reimbursement from the state. If this accurate, this will have a 
negative impact on the school district.  

 As the District continues to work with tight budgets to educate all students to be college, career and 
community ready, we are concerned about how the voucher program expansion could result in 
diminished educational opportunities for our students.  

 Should the Joint Finance Committee vote to support the latest voucher proposal, we would ask that 
consideration be given to either fully funding vouchers in the first year to accommodate the new 
expenditures for those students who have never attended a public school, or delay the expansion to the 
2016-17 school year. 

 
Charter Schools 

 Since per pupil payments for independent charter schools are funded through general school aids, 
these schools have a direct negative impact on all public school students in Wisconsin, harming many 
for the potential benefit of a few. 

 
Funding 

 We appreciate the comments and efforts by legislators to restore the $127 million cut to per pupil 
funding, as the proposed cut would result in a $3.3 million loss of revenue. 

 It is important to note that restoring the $127 million brings the District’s budget back to a zero 
increase, which ignores the growing challenges the Green Bay Area Public School District and many 
school districts in Wisconsin face with increasing mobility, poverty and English Language Learners. 

 
As the Joint Finance Committee faces difficult decisions regarding the 2015-17 proposed state budget, it is 
important to note that the legislature has both a constitutional and moral obligation to the children of 
Wisconsin. 
 
In a challenge to the constitutionality of the funding formula brought in 2000 (Vincent v. Voight), the State 
Supreme Court held that while the formula itself was constitutional, the Court provided clarity as to the 
definition of a sound, basic education: 
 
"An equal opportunity for a sound basic education is one that will equip students for their roles as citizens and enable them 
to succeed economically and personally. The legislature has articulated a standard for equal opportunity for a sound basic 
education in Wis. Stat. §§ 118.30(1g)(a) and 121.02(L) (1997-98) as the opportunity for students to be proficient in 
mathematics, science, reading and writing, geography, and history, and for them to receive instruction in the arts and music, 
vocational training, social sciences, health, physical education and foreign language, in accordance with their age and 



aptitude. An equal opportunity for a sound basic education acknowledges that students and districts are not fungible and 
takes into account districts with disproportionate numbers of disabled students, economically disadvantaged students, and 
students with limited English language skills. So long as the legislature is providing sufficient resources so that school districts 
offer students the equal opportunity for a sound basic education as required by the constitution, the state school finance 
system will pass constitutional muster." 
 
The Green Bay community supports the amazing work that is occurring in our schools every day. Cuts in 
funding and the expansion of independent charter schools and vouchers have the potential to diminish 
opportunities for our students. 
 
We ask that you support our students – they deserve to be our priority – Every Child. Every Day. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

       
Brenda Warren, Board President      Mike Blecha, Legislative Liaison
  
 

 
Michelle Langenfeld, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools and Learning 


